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REDS BREAK THROUGH 
NEAR OREL 


M OS ov to Taganrog. she dine stretched from north of 


on the shores of the 


ported to be launching his biggest offensive of the winter, 


According to one “' néutral 
radio, fierce 
24 hours, with about 90 R 
guantities of eguipment, 


Official Moscow «statements, without , 
mentioning place-names, indicate that. 
the whole southern front ‘is, in “fact, 
in motion, as;the Red Army’s: per- 
sistent. offensive “through “the d 


winter snows n its k, and the 
curtain goes Rigg Ake battles which, 
during the next few weeks. will see 
the decision of the. Soviet. High Com- 
mand’s immense -effort .to. clear .the 
Ukraine east of the Dnieper. 

Steadily forcing. the Germans from 
the Donetz Basin and, one by one, 
breaking important defence . lines, 
Russian. troops on. one sector . re- 
occupied five inhabited localities in two 
davs.  On- another they  routed “the 
457th Regiment of the German 257th 
I.fantry . Division, and ‘freed © four 
localities. | | ' 

Fighting of a bitterness almost un- 
paralleled in -this . fierce’ winter ‘cam- 
paign is taking place .north-east and 
scuth of Kharkov, where the Soviet 
trcops are directing tremendous blows 
against deep German defence zones, in 
which every village, every farmstead 
and building has been converted into 
a veritable fortress, 

Further north, near Orel — the 
German-held town 200 miles south of 
Moscow, which has been outflanked 
irom two sides for nearly two months 
—Berhn admits a Russian break- 
through during a series of persistent 
attacks, but claims that the position 
was restored by a counter-attack. 

Airmen of the Black Sea Fleet air arm 
are taking a part in the Russian task in 
the Eastern Ukraine. In raids over 
German aerodromes direct hits have 
duid eighteen craft in the last few 
avs. 

Near Staraya Russa the 16th German 
Army is said to be starving “in the 
‘tight hole ’’—the description is the 
Germans’ own—in which they have been 
trapped by General Kurochkin. 

In the past twenty-four hours the 
Soviet High Command reports that: 
eleven more localities, including two 
district centres—their English equiva- 
lent is a fair-sized market town—have 
been retaken, and that the Germans 
have suffered already more than 12,000 
casualties since the steel collar was first 
drawn tightly round them. 

MOSCOW. Thursday—Marshal Timo- 
shenko’s armies broke through strongly- 
held German lines at several places on 
the Southern front, killing 2,000 Ger- 
mans and seizing two large junction 

ints, front line Soviet Press. 
espatches have reported. The Germans 
rushed up reserves which failed to dis- 
lodge the Russians after a two-day 
violent counter-attack. This success 
followed Red Army reports oí hard- 
hitting Russian offensives which en- 
dangered the German positions of the 
whole vast central area north of 
Smolensk, and cost the Germans 
tremendously in lives, munitions and 
supplies.—(Associated Press.) 


GERMAN CLAIMS 


BERLIN, ‘Thursday.—A Russian 
break-through on one sector north- 
east of rel has been admitted 
by the German Radio. The Russians, 
it was said, launched persistent 
attacks on several sectors, but 
only on this one sector was there any 
penetration. It was ‘‘ thrown back by 
a counterattack.” “The “Radio also 
claimed that the Russians lost seven 
'planes on the Crimean front yesterday. 


The German Radio also said that 
German forces on the southern front 


creased in violence. Heavy fighting had 
broken out further north, where the 
Russians had renewed their heavy 
attacks against the German . lines, 


e Germans 
Azov, Marshal Ti 


attles have raged to a: new high pitch in the last 
ussian divisions, 
taking part. 
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MOSCOW, Thursday.—The Soviet 
midnight communiqué says :— 
“During March 12 our troops, break- 
ing. the . resistance of the German 
Fascist troops, continued to advance, 
and: in; certain sectors occupied several 
inhabited localities. -The enemy sus- 

heavy losses in war equipment 
and man-power. Eight German air- 
craft: were de&’troyed on March 11. We 


SMOKING RUINS IN 
COST OF: RE-BUILDING 
£50,000 


HE burned-out premises in Cork’s 

[ big fire still smouldered yester- 
day, and members of the fire 
fighting services were still pouring a 
constant stream. of water into them. 
All that remained of Messrs. Grant’s 
Grand Parade warehouse was the gauct 
front wall, and, with that in imminent 
danger of collapse, the whole area was 
roped off for half the width of the 
spacious thoroughfare. 
Meanwhile, except in immediately 
adjacent premises still in danger from 
a possible collapse of masonry, business 
as .usual was the keynote in the 
numerous lock-up shops along Patrick 
street and the Grand Parade. The 
stocks and equipment rushed off from 
these stores in the height of the excite- 


terday being brought back. Staffs and 
voluntary workers co-operated in restor- 
ing order from the chaos, and one by 
one most of these shopowners had their 
premises in order and were. serving 
their customers as usual, The principal 
destruction was, of course, in the 
Grand Parade section of Grant’s pre- 
mises. ‘‘ Not a: single thing was 
saved ' was how an Official of the firm 
described it yesterday. The gutted 
premises’ cover nearly an acre of 
ground.. To rebuild would, it was esti- 
mated, cost: between £40,000 and 


£50,000, and there is ithe difficulty of | speaking of the assistance given by 


necessary materials : ‘ithe Dublin and other Eire Fire 
Patrick stress als, Dae, ae Brigades, said that their comin was | 
way, were d yed in the burning of | 4 generous gesture, which showed that 
Cork 20 years. ago—escaped almost between the ople of the country 
undamazed. there was a deep and real sense of 
Premises which, together | with | friendship.. 
Grant’s, Grand Parade Warehouse, are Replying to the debate, Dr. 
total losses, are: John Nagle’s butcher's Maginess, Parliamentary Secretary, 


shop in Market lane; Messrs. Murphy, 
outfitters (‘‘ The Man's Shop ’’), Grand 
Parade, and Messrs, Wolfe’s (drapers) , 
Grand Parade. These latter adjoined 
Grant’s on either side. : 

The Oyster Tavern, which adjoins the 
rear of Grant 's in Market lane, and the 
Vineyard, another licensed premises in 
Market lane, suffered considerable 
damage. Extensive damage by water 
was caused in the Central Boot Stores’ 
block, next to Wolfe’s, on the Grand 
Parade. The hairdressing saloon of 
Maison Riddle was to-day a mess of 
broken bottles, wash basins and 
shattered mirrors. 


- FARM WAGES’ RAISED 


At a meeting of .the Aghas 
Wages Board, held yesterday at 9 
Upper Mount ‘street, Dublin, it was 
decided to increase the minimum rates 
of wages for all classes of agricultura! 
workers of from 16 years o 
upwards by 3s. per week. 
rate will-operate:as from: the 6th of 
April next. 
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T0 WOMEN 


HE importance of the parish as 

' .@ community unit was again 
stressed by Mr. de Valera yesterday 
when speaking at the annual meet- 
ing of the Irish Countrywomen’s 
Association in the Engineers’ Hall, 
Dublin. - He said that he had had 
some time before the war to call on 
the people of the city to stand 
behind the farmers and the people 
of the country in a time of diffi- 
culty, but now the case was the 
other way round. 
The country ple were asked to 
stand behind the town and city people. 
If the community as a whole did its 
duty in the present emergency the 
nation. would come out of it with cer- 
tain things gained. They would have 
learned .that it was possible to grow 
{ their own wheat requirements; they 
would have a better and more variea 
and healthy diet, and the people would 
be drinking much more milk than in 
the past. He appealed to the women 


FIRE SERVICE CONTROL 
IN NORTH 


STORMONT TRIBUTE TO 
DUBLIN BRIGADE 


Plans for a central Northern Ireland 
fire service were outlined by Major 
Maynard Sinclair, Financial Secretary 
in the Northern Parliament, yesterday. 
when the House gave a second reading 
to the Fire Services (Emergency 
Powers) Bill. He said that to meet 
the most dangerous form of attack yet 
devised — the combined fire and high 
explosive raid — they needed a fire 
brigade under unified control, with a 
unified system of training. No local 
authority could give that centralised 
direction, and it could cnly be made 
available by the Government for the 
entire province. 


Mr... T. J. Campbell, K.C. (Nat.), 


said that the tribute paid by Mr. 
Campbell to the assistance received 
from Dublin at the time of the raid 
was one with which every member of 
the House would agree. Very speedy, 
enerous and eulant help was sent 
rom Dublin, and it was very much 
appreciated. He was giad to say that 
his Ministry had paid a tribute to it 
which had been echoed in the Press. 
They must not forget also their firemen 
friends from across the Channel who 
came to: their aid. 


POSTHUMOUS V.C. 
FLYING OFFICER’S BRAVERY 


The Victoria Cross has been con- 
ferred on Flying Officer Kenneth 
Campbell, meget ir Force ‘Volunteer 
Reserve, No, 22 Squadron, deceased, in 
‘recognition of most 
bravery. 

This officer was the pilot of a Beau- 
fort aircraft of Coastal Command, 
which was detailed to attack an enemy 
battle cruiser in Brest Hatbour at 
first light on the morning of April 6, 
1941... The aircraft did not return, 
but it is now known that a torpedo 
attack was carried out with the utmost 
daring. 

When F'ying Officer Cambpell went 
off in this, his last flight, the Press 
Association states, everyone in the 
Squadron knew he was engaged on a 
most hazardous enterprise, but months 
went past before anything definite was 
known of the final stages. Little by 
little, however, scraps of evidence were 
collected from various sources, until 
eventually it became clear beyond any 
doubt that he had made an attack of 
outstanding gallantry, from which 
neither he nor any member of his 
crew returned. 

Born at Saltcoats, Ayrshire, Flying 
Officer Campbell entered the Royal Air 
Force from the Cambridge University 
Air Squadron. He was 24. 

It is understood’ that the other three 
members of the crew were :—Sergeant 
James Scott, navigator, a Canadian; 
Sergeant W. Mullis. wireless operator, 
air gunner, of Larkhall, Bath; and 
Sergeant R. W. Millman, air gunner, 
of Edmonton. : 


AWARDS FOR: SCHOOL. 
TEACHERS 


conspicuous 


just been awarded to each of the foilow- 
ing principal . teachers of national 
schools for the year ended ‘30th June 
last;—Mr. John P. Murray ' (Killa- 
shee), Longford; Padhraic O Fionnáin 
(Dereenargon) , Roscommon; Mr. James 
Gillespie (Gort an Choirce), Donegal; 
Mr. Augustine Lynch (Carrickallen); 
Cavan; Sein 98. O hArrachtdin 
(Feakle), Clare; Caitlin Nic Dhon- 
nchadha. (Cul Seachtmhaine), Roscom- 
mon; Mrs. Ellie Fenlon (St. Ciaran’s 
Girls’), Offaly; Mr. Patrick E; Durcan 
(St. Mary’s Boys’, Rathmines), Dublin; 
Giolla og, wr (Scoil. an. Chroidhe 
Naomhtha, Buachaillí), Dublin; Tadhg 
Mac Carrthaigh - (Kinnegad:+ Boys’); 
Westmeath; Mr. James P. ’ Carrihy 
(Eidhneach), Clare; Mr. John Murphy 
(Camp), Kerry; Mr. James Grogan 


—— 


(Broadford Boys’), Limerick; j 
Jeremiah F. Creedon (Inchiclough); 
; Mr. Martin J. O’Mahon 


llyford), Tipperary. 
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THE PARISH AS A COMMUNITY 


MR. DE VALERA’S TALK 


w the country to use their influence 
with their meníolk- to have the neces- 


neces fuel produced, ' ; 
The Most Rev. Dr. Browne, Bishop 


the Association was worthy of public 
support, said that the people in the 
cities and towns did not generally 
realise the hardship of the country 
woman’s lot. She had not the ameni- 
ties of the city, and had to work 
harder. There was a great need for an 
organisation haivng the woman’s point 
ol view; it gave the women of the 
country a greater measure of aself- 
reliance. He appealed to the Associa- 
tion to do something to improve 
agricultural education in the country. - 

The report of the Hon.. Secretary, 
Mrs. Somerville Large, stated that the 
Association had now 78 Guilds, extend- 
ing over of the 26 counties. Their 
aim for 1942 was to form at least one 
Guild in the remaining four counties. 
She detailed the work carried out 
during the war, which included the 
augmenting of the fruit supply by 
various means, bottling fruit, pre- 
serving eggs, making jams, jellies, etc., 
and teaching new ways.of cooking in 
the various Guilds. Among the un- 


familiar foods introduced to mem- 
bers were Canadian fruit syrup, 
wheaten porridge, carrageen toffee, 


and ash-leaf tea. One guild had started 
bee-keeping, and generally the aim had 
been to increase agricultural production 
in the woman’s sphere of small farming 
and. horticulture. All the guilds were 
solvent. “ 


LOW MARRIAGE 
PROBLEM 


Miss Ella Walsh, country organiser, 
in her report, said that the guilds were 
maintaining their normal activities, 
with monthly meetings, lectures, and 
so on. Some guilds had made candles 
to light their meetings, others were 
making their own yarn for socks, etc. 
It took a good deal of explaining, said 
Miss Walsh, tu show the rural people 
that thousands of lives may depend on 
what the country people can produce 
over and above their own requirements. 
She had urged women to back up their 
menfolk in the “ grow more wheat” 
campaign. She stressed the importance 
of co-operation with other associations, 
particularly Muintir na Tire, in pre- 
serving the rural life ef “the country 


ciations had brought new life wherever 
they had been established. They might 
also be a means of helping to solve the 
problem of the low marriage-rate by 
persuading- the bachelor that his life 
was not the best one either for himself or 
for his country. 

Miss EE. Colburn, Superintendent, 
Queen’s Institute of District Nursing, 
said that they needed ‘co-operation be- 
tween the various associations, and 
were getting some of it. It was co- 
operation that had brought her there. 
The work of such associations would 
result in a raising of the general stan- 
dard of health of the community when 
everybody came to know a little about 
good health. 

Miss M. Gahan, Chairman of the 


Executive Committee, presided. 


LATE NEWS 


“ MELBOURNE BOMBED “— 
JAPANESE REPORT 


Japanese-controlled Saigon radio has 
broadcast the following report, which 
Reuter gives with all reserve, as it is 
not directly confirmed from any source: 
‘Australian radio intercepted here 
yesterday evening announced that 
Japanese bombers, in the first raid 
on Melbourne since the. outbreak of 
the Pacific conflict, attacked the 
Australian metropolis for thirty-five 
minutes this morning.’’—(Reuter,) 


U.S. NAVY PREPARATIONS 


WASHINGTON, Thursday.—‘‘ The 
American Navy is preparing to .carry 
the war to the enemy,” declared Mr. 
Patterson, Under-Secretary for. War, in 
a broadcast to war workers. ‘‘ I can- 
not tell you where. The enemy will 
find out about it first.’’—(Reuter. ) 


TWO MEN DROWNED IN 
BANTRY BAY 


Two men were drowned in. Bant 
Bay yesterday, when a boat in whic 
they were taking turf from the main- 
land to Bere Island was overturned by 
a squall. The victims were William 
Donegan (37) and Daniel O'Leary (29), 
both of Bere Island. The men dis- 
spore before help ‘could reach them. 
Their bodies were washed ashore. 


TRIBESMEN KILLED IN 

FRONTIER CLASH . 
PESHAWAR, Thursday.—From eight 
to eleven hostile tribesmen. were killed 
and several wounded as a résult of a 
eombined operation by a Government, 
force, assisted by scouts and: frontier 
constabulary,: at Khunizawa to-day. 
About sixty tribesmen; who occupied 
strong positions, resisted our. forces 


for some hours. Our losses were eight 
killed. and 14 wounded.— (Reuter. ) 


REPORTED ATTACK ON - 
An Axis communiqué of yesterday 
claims that their ~’planes and sub- 
marines, had. attacked..a large British 
naval formation in the Eastern Medi- 
terranean on Wednesday. 

Five cruisers, it: was claimed, were 
heavily damaged. i 
“SA large British naval formation, 
sighted and constantly pursued by 
reconnaissance aircraft, was attacked 
in successive waves by our torpedo- 


the Italian com- } 
muniqué stated. ‘“Three enemy cruisers | 
were seriously hit, One of: them can 
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SYDNEY, 
airmen are keeping up a relentless ham- 
mering of bases established by the 
Japanese in New. Guinea since they 
landed on the island early this week, 
says the Port Moresby correspondent 
of the Sydney Morning Herald. The 
advantage at present lies with the de- 
fending forces in spite of local gains 
by the invaders, he says, and Austra- 
lian guerrillas left behind after the 
evacuation of Lae and Salamaua and 
other areas on the north coast are still 
in action. 

An Australian communiqué says :— 

‘‘Salamaua and Lae were attacked 
about noon yesterday, the chief objec- 
tive being the aerodrome. Hits were 
made on the runway and aerodrome 
buildings were destroyed. 

“Japanese fighters attempted inter- 
ception, but were driven off after one 
had been shot down. All our aircraft 
returned safely. 

‘‘ Reconnaissance aircraft were at- 
tacked by enemy fighters over Salamaua 
and Lae, but completed their task and 
returned to the base. 

“ Port Moresby was attacked about 
noon on Wednesday .by a medium force 
of enemy bombers. The. A.A. bat- 
teries went into action, and the 
attaccers kept at a high level. There 
were no casualties.’’ 


JAPANESE CLAIMS 


German radio quoted Bangkok re- 
ports that strong Japanese reinforce- 
ments had been landed in New Guinea. 
Although they suffered some losses, the 
radio said, they had managed to land 
new supplies and maintain their com- 
munications, despite attacks by the 
American Navy and aircraft. Around 
Salamaua the Japanese were able to 4n- 
crease the territory occupied.— (The 
A.B) 

An aunouncement from Japanese Im- 

, says :— “ 

“Japanese army forces, in close col- 
laboration with naval units, at dawn on 
March 8, effected successful landings at 
Salamaua and Lae, on the northern 
coast of British New Guinea, and are 
now rapidly consolidating their gains. 
“Japanese forces, in the course of 
an enemy aerial attack on the occupied 
areas of New Guinea, on March 10, 
with formations of 60 warplanes, shot 
down four and repulsed the rest. 
“During landing operations two re- 
quisitioned vessels and one military 
transport were either sunk or forced 
aground. 

“One cruiser, two destroyers and 
three other requisitioned ships were 
slightly damaged.” 


“130 WARSHIPS SUNK ” 
TOKYO, Thursday. — Admiral 


| Shimada, Japanese Navy Minister, told 


the Diet that, since hostilities began, 
the Japanese Imperial Navy had sunk 
a totalof 130 enemy warships—7 battle- 
ships, ó aircrait carners, 12 cruisers, 
22 destroyers, 44 submarines and 42 
other warships. On the Japanese side 
he claimed that vessels sunk had been 
*‘ only four destroyers, four submarines, 
five special submarines, one special 
vessel, five mine-sweepers and 

transports.’’ “‘ With the occupation of 
Java and Rangoon, mastery of the sea 
and air over the vast south-western 
areu, including the Indian Ocean, has 
been obtained, and a great stride made 
in the military situation of the greater 
East Asia war,” he added.—(Reuter.) 
WASHINGTON,. Thursday—Mr. R. 
G. Casey, Australian Minister in 
Washington, delivered a message’ from 
Mr. Curtin, the Commonwealth 
Premier, to President Roosevelt during 
a White House interview. Mr. Casey 
declined to disclose its nature, but 


j replied in the negative when asked 


whether it contained the new military 
plan reported to have been worked out 
by Australia and New Zealand end 
transmitted to London and Washiag: 
ton.—(Reuter.) 


JAPANESE LOSSES 


WASHINGTON, Thursday—A U.S. 
submarine -has sunk three enemy 
freighters and one passenger and cargo 
ship in Japanese waters, says a Navy 
Department communiqué. 
The Navy Department also 
announced that a British tanker and a 
Swedish freighter have been torpedoed 
in the Caribbean area. 83 survivors of 
the crews were landed.—(Reuter.) 
One of the U.S. War Department’s 
briefest. daily «communiqués on the 
Philippines stated that the-lull in the 
fighting on Bataan continued, 

e' communiqué adds. :— 
“Central Pacific—On- March 10th 
Japanese four-engined seaplanes 
were detected west of Midway. Island. 
They were intercepted by four of our 
fighter ‘planes based on the island. One 
of the ‘planes was shot down, the 
other escaped.: One of our fighters was 
damaged, the pilot: was: wounded, but 
he succeeded in returning to his, base 
safely.’’—(Reuter.) 


A NEW “BURMA ROAD” 


LONDON, Thursday.—There is no 
fresh news of fighting in Burma, it was 
stated in authoritative circles’ in 
London to-day. The situation, so far as 
is known, is that British forces, in the 
main intact, though they must have 
suffered heavy casualties, are with- 
drawing, or have’ withdrawn, into 
Central Burma, ‘where «fighting will, 
doubtless, continue. 
German Radio . said that, following 
Rangoon’s occupation, fighting in 
rT increased considerably. 
British forces were withdrawing towards 
| and towards: Prome in the 
north, and both these towns were 


heavily raided by —. planes. At 


one point advance ed 
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HEAVY NAVAL LOSSES IN 
NEW GUINEA 
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| N the Burma front the Japanese claim to have captured 
, <0’ bhena Íast Burma L see, unconfirmed, Ah the 
possibility is not ruled out in London. 
withdrawn, or are withdrawing, into mountainous Central 
Burma, but, so far, there is no news of fresh fighting. 


Hammered relentlessly since they secured their first footing 
on New Gu nearly a week ago, the Japanese are now trying 
to disperse their forces over a wide 
ess ited target for Australian and | 
which, despite the invaders’ local gains, are checking the con- 

Moresby. } 
_. A Washington communiqué states that a U.S. submarine 
sunk four Ja ships yesterday, 
New Guinea landing Japan lost three 
and had six others damaged. ) 
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are already moving into China over 


native to the Burma road, stated the 

Chinese Foreign Minister, Mr. T. V. 

Soong. Within a few months, he said, 

this new route will be able to earry 
reater quantities of matefial than the 
urma Road. 


NORTH CHINA BATTLE 


CHUNGKING, Thursday. — Heavy 
fighting is still ee on in the 
Tsaohsien-Tingtao-Hotseh area, in the 
south-west of Shantung Province, says 
a Chinese communigué. Ten thousand 
Japanese troops attacked Chinese 
positions to the north-east of Tingtao, 
where both sides have suffered heavy 
casualties, and the battle is still 
raging.—(Reuter. ) 


SUMATRA FIGHTING 

MELBOURNE, Thursday.—Dr. Van 
Mook, Lieutenant. Governor-General, 
N.E.I., has. re-established contact with 
Medan, in Sumatra, and received in- 
formation that the Sumatra battle con- 
tinues. Dr. Van Mook, who has been 
engaged in discussions on the future 
of the N.E.1., and the maintenance of 
assistance to the Allied cause, said 
that he was cabling various proposals 
to the Netherlands Government in 
London. He. would remain in Australia 
for the next fortnight, and radio com- 
munication was being maintained with 
Sumatra. Lack of communication was 
the only reason preventing the Dutch 
from annuuncing persistent fighting in 
the interior of other islands.—( Reuter. ) 


BRITISH SHIP HIT 


ROME, Thursday.—A British cargo 
boat carrying wolfram from Lisbon 
was uttacked by German bombers out- 
side territorial waters, states a Lisbon 
despatch.. The ship, which was 
escorted by a British warship, is said 

been hit by two bombs.— 
(Reuter.) 


“AS CRITICAL AS AFTER 
DUNKIRK ” 

General Sir Clive Liddell, in his first 
war commentary broadcast in London, 
said: “ The fact is, and we must face 
it, that the situation in the Far East is 
as critical as was the situation in 
Europe after Dunkirk. 

“ Reverses, from the fall of. Hong 
Kong to that of Java, all within three 
months, had come as a surprise and a 
profound shock to the British peoples. 
They had also inspired their enemies 
with confidence and aroused the 
criticism of Britain’s allies. 

“The whole campaign in the Far 
East has been dominated by the initial 
naval disasters at Pearl Harbour and 
in the South China Sea, which gave 
the Japanese command of those seas. 
The greatest disaster of the campaign 
has been the fall of Singapore—perhaps 
the biggest reverse which has been 
sustained in all our Army’s history.”’ 


MR. LYTTELTON MINISTER 
OF PRODUCTION 


Mr. Churchill, in the House of 
Commons yesterday, announced that 
Mr. Oliver Lyttelton, Minister of State, 
is to assume the title of Minister of 
Production. He would be charged, 
said the Premier, with the chief re- 
sponsibility, on behalf of the War 

abinet, for the business of war pro- 
duction as a whole, subject to the 
policy of the Minister.of Defence and 
the Cabinet. 

Mr. Hore-Belisha (Independent)—lIs 
it to be understood that Lord “Beaver- 
brook will, or will not, undertake the 
duties in the United States which were 
assigned to him when the announce- 
ment was first made? 

Mr, _Churchill—Lord Beaverbrook 
will; I understand, undertake those 
duties. Should any change in what I 
announced be made, I shall take action 
to have Parliament informed. 


HOT MEALS FOR SCHOOL 
CHILDREN 


The provision of hot meals for 
Dublin school, children by the use of 
the municipal ~ emergency - cooking 
service was urged by a deputation from 
the Dublin. Trade Union Council, 
which waited on the Taoiseach and Mr. 
MacEntee, Minister for Local Govern- 
ment and Public Health, at Leinster 
House, yesterday. The deputation con- 
sisted of Miss Louis Bennett, Mr. A. 
Jackson (chairman), Mr. A. PB. 
Dempsey, Mr. James Larkin, jun., and 
Mr. D. Hanley. © | 


BELFAST CLUB RAIDED 

The premises of the Ulster Union 
Club, Wellington place, Belfast, were 
raided by the police yesterday morning 
and some documents were seized. One 
of the objects of the club is to foster 
closer relations between Northern Ire- 
land and Eire. | 


WAR RISK INSURANCE 
TO EIRE 


The ‘Institute of London Under- 
writers have revised their schedule of . 
cargo insurance rates 


those to or from United King- 
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RESTRICTIONS ON SPORT 
AND MOTORING -— 

BRITISH PLEASURE CARS TO 
GO OFF THE ROADS 


R to prevent 9 measures designed 


eceeeeoeeeoe ev eee 
: 


to prevent sport from interfering 
with the national war effort, and 

to bring about the end of motoring for 
leasure, were announced in the 

Hotes of Commons wena by Mr. 

Herbert Morrison» (Home : ea 

and Mr. Geoffrey Lloyd (Secretary for 

Petroleum). Mr. Morrison’s proposals 

were :— 

Horse Racing—Meetings to be further 
restricted to a few courses, selected 
with a view to economy in public 
transport. 

Greyhound Racing—One day a week for 
each track, aad only on Saturdays 


and public holidays. No new 
tracks. 
Professional Boxing — Questions of 


further restriction arise mainly in 
respect of large and spectacular 
events. 

Professional football, theatres, cinemas, 
dancing—No change at present. 
Mr. Lloyd ‘told the. House that the 

sccguleailiitains petrol allowance 
would be further reduced beginning 
with the period April-May, and 
that the basic ration to be halved 
for May and June would cease to 
exist as from July. The Govern- 
ment wants all pleasure cars and 
motor cycles taken off the roads. 


AXIS NATIONALS TO PAY 
DAMAGE TO BRAZILIAN 
PROPERTY 


RIO DE JANEIRO, Thursday.—Dr-: 
Vargas, President of Brazil, has issued 
a decree confiscating part of the pro- 
perty and funds of Axis citizens and 
firms in Brazil. This is a reprisal for 
the sinking of four Brazilian ships dur- 
ing the past three weeks. The decree 
enacted that the “ property and rights 
of German, Japanese and Italian per- 
sons or legal subjects must answer for 
the harm which has resulted, or which 
may result, from acts of aggression by 
Germany, Japan and Italy.” 

Axis subjects with bank deposits or 
credits must pay a levy of ten per 
cent. on amounts between £25 and 
£250, 20 per cent. on amounts between 
| £250 and £1,250, and 20 per cent. on 
all amounts over £1,250. 

Transfer, sale or mortgage of real 
estate, shares or personal property be- 
longing to Axis nationals is forbidden. 
Transfer to the Brazilian authorities of 
funds belonging to Axis cultural and 
recreative organisations in Brazil is 
provided for, and the penalty for at- 
tempted. evasion of the decree is from 
one to five years’ imprisonment. and a 
fine. Brazilian ships are to be armed.— 
(Reuter and A.P.) 


WORKERS FROM EIRE 
IN NORTH 


The Minister of Labour (Mr. John F. 

Gordon) informed Mr. Bailie (Ind. UV.) 
in the Northern Parliament yesterday 
that the number of skilled and unskilled 
workers from Eire who had secured 
work in Northern Ireland _ since 
October, 1939, was not available. His 
Ministry, he said, was unable to pre- 
vent employers engaging workers from 
Eire if they so desired; but he added 
that the whole of. that very difficult 
problem was under consideration by 
the Government. 
Replying to a further question by 
Mr. Bailie, the Minister said there was 
no differentiation between men coming 
from Eire and other places to work on 
schemes of national importance, in 
respect. of allowances, if they conformed 
to all the conditions. 
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N alleged statement by the 
A accused man to a bank inspector, 

admitting defalcations to the 
extent of £2,180 in one ease and. £85 
in another, was réad at Boyle befere 
District Justice Keane, when Walter 
Mary Smith, former National Bank 
cashier, Boyle, was charged on seventy- 
nine counts relati.g to the alleged 
fraudulent enihezzlement and conver- 
sion of an £85 deposit receipt, the 


embezzlement; fraudulent con- 
version or from 1938 to 
December, various. sums 
entrusted to the care of the bank by 
Miss Anne Connanghton, Boyle. There 
were three charges of forgery, three of 
| uttering, two of larceny, eighteen of 
falsification of accounts, seventeen of 
fraudulent conversion with two counts 
in each, and ninet of embezzlement. 

Mr. P. J. Neilan, State Solicitor, 
Roscommon, prosecuted. 

William d. McDonnell, bdanx 
inspector, who said that the accused 
man was suspended,on December 3ist, 
1941, and dismissed on January 21st 
last, gave evidence’ of a statement 
taken from Smith on December 3lst in 
the boardroom. When Smith asked 
him what he was going to do to him, 
witness told him to make a truthful 
written statement. 

Mr, O. D. Gogarty (instructed by 
Messrs. Farrell and McDonnell) de- 
fending, contended that the statement 
was not a voluntary one. 

The District Justice allowed the 
statement, and noted the objection. 

Having read the statement, the bank 
inspector said that the net result was 
that Miss Connaughton had been de- 
bited with over £2,000 more than she 
had received. | 

Miss Annie Connaughton (83) said 
she had not made more than three 
withdrawals of £20 each from her ac- 
count in the bank between 1939 and 
1941. She had never ordered -drafts, 
had never opened, nor authorised any- 
body to open, a thrift account for her, 
and the vouchers relating to it, though 
bearing her name, were not signed by 
her. The further hearing was ad- 
journed to a special court on Monday. 


alleged 


PROGRESS OF GUILD OF 
- GOODWILL 


The directors of the Guild of Good- 
will, Ltd. (the Hon. W. E. Wylie, 
K.C essrs. A.- P: Reynolds and 
William Dwyer), have issued a state- 
ment on the work which has been done 
since the formation of the Guild. 

The parent company, it is pointed 
out, wus incorporated in. April, 1941. 
No interest on capital, dividends, 
directors’ fees or executive salaries ate 
paid, and ‘every endeavour is made to 
make each scheme just pay its way. 
Up to the present £52,000 has been 
contributed to the funds of the Guild. 
To meet the difficulty arising from 
petrol restrictions, ‘which seriously 
affected the delivery of sand and gravel 
to builders in Dublin, with consequent 
unemployment, a large sand and gravel 
pit near Newbridge, Co. Kildare, was 


acquired, from which supplies are 
brought to Dublin by rail. 
Goodwill Restaurants (Guild of 


Goodwill), Ltd., was incorporated on 
GOth April, 1941. On the average, 806 
meals at 9d. were served per day. A 
separate “‘take away” service is pro- 
vided, which enables 
obtain nourishing stew at a cost of 4d. 
per pint. 

The Goodwill Food and Fuel 
Producers, Ltd. (Dublin), which com- 
menced operations in June, 1941, ~pro- 
duced 6,000 tons of turf, -Of this 
amount. 1,500 tons were supplied to 
subscribing firms. in Dublin. for . dis- 
tribution among their workers; and the 
balance was made available to 
charities, etc. The turf was sold at 40s, 
per ton and in bags at 45s. 
Three thousand tons o 
wood logs had been distributed by 
the company to Dublin firms for 
redistribution among their employés. 

Guild of Goodwill (Cork) Goodwill 
Food and Fuel Producers, Ltd., has 
been the means. of providing employ- 
ment for upwards of 1,000 men and 
producing 6,000 tons of turf. A 
scheme for the bottling of fruit and 
vegetables was started, as a result of 
which 6,500 bottles of preserves had 


| been secured by the company. 
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